and tests her love. Finding in her a woman worthy of his love, he sends
the seven Holy Sages to Himavan, her father, to arrange for the marriage.
Their blissful union leads to the birth of Kumara, who slays Taraka and
protects the gods.

Jones takes the above myth, shuffles it a little in his poem and
presents a sensitive dramatization of the Siva-Parvati episode. The
hymn begins with an invocation addressed to Ganesa, the Lord of
Obstacles, ft is followed by a description of the Himalaya mountain,
the origin of rivers and the abode of gods Himalaya's (Himavan's) wife
is Mena, and Parvati is their child:

But she to love no tribute paid;
Great Iswara her pious cares engaged :

She makes bold one day and goes to Lord Siva and garlands him.
Just then Kama, the god of love, releases a barbed shaft at Siva:

Vasanta barb'd the shaft and fix'd the string:
The living bow Candarpa drew.

In spite of 'transcendent art' on the part of Cupid and the dart
itself being the strong - scented Mallika (Jasmine) flower, Siva is utterly
unmoved, and in fury sends out from His third eye a mighty flame-

And soon to silver ashes
Reduc'd the inflamer of our souls.

Nor is the accomplice Vasanta spared, and his glory, which has
hitherto been perennial, is now but a periodic annual feature.

Parvati too feels that the only course before her now is to make
an attempt to win Siva through penance, as he is not to be won by other
means. Her 'sorrowing damsels' discourage her, and even her mother
Mena 'mild reproof applied' to dissuade her from penance. But she
leaves her parents and

The mountain drear she sought, in mantling shade
Her tears and transports hiding,
And oft to her adorer prayed.

Moved by her penance, Siva comes down to her(as in kalidasa's
poem) in the guise of a Brahmin youth to test her love. He tells her
that her choice of Siva is ill-advised, as Siva is a beggar and a wanderer.
She should, on the other hand, think of Indra or Kubera or any one of
the more desirable gods. His feigned abuse of Lord Siva reaches the
climax when he says:
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